Deep River
Congregational Church

This Week November 30 - December 7, 2025
Sunday -  First Sunday of Advent
Carol Sing Before Worship, 8:20 and 9:45 a.m.
Worship Services, 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. (10:00 Livestream)
Dedication of the new Advent Wreath, 10:00 a.m.
Faith Explorers & T.E.A.M, 10:00 a.m.
New Member Sunday
Monday - Morning Coffee with Pastor Cheryl
Women's AA, 7:00 p.m. (Alternate Location)
Set Up for Christmas Faire
Tuesday - Set Up for Christmas Faire
CT River Valley Symphonic Band Rehearsal, 6:00 - 9:15 p.m.
Thursday - Set Up for Christmas Faire
Shoreline Soup Kitchen (Take out meal in the parking lot)
A.A., 7:00 p.m.
Friday -  Set Up for Christmas Faire
Dessert by Candlelight, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. ($7.00)
Saturday - Christmas Faire, 8:30 -1:30 p.m.
Sunday - Second Sunday of Advent
Carol Sing Before Worship, 8:20 and 9:45 a.m.
Worship Services, 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. (10:00 Livestream)
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Faith Explorers & T.E.A.M, 10:00 a.m.
Deacons on Duty for December 2025

Jane Syme is Deacon on Call, Kelley Frazier is Sanctuary Rep., and Dorothy
DeMichael is arranging for Lay Readers and Flowers.

We are pleased to welcome the following people into our church family today:
Laura Carney
Heidi Degree
Charles Demorest
Axel K. Langhorst
Julie McDermott
Laura Newton

Deborah (Debi) Norton
Chris Reinhart
Elizabeth Reinhart
Cindy Torres

Ivan Torres

Birthdays This Week

Andrew Ficke, Grace Krick, Joyce Winterstein, Martha Bjornberg (Today); Hannah
Brown, Susan Lighty (1); Helga Krebs, John Macmillan, 1II, Brooke Rankin (2); Helen
Rankin, Joshua Clark (3); Jill Fremut, Patty Unan (4); Andrea Chiappa, Michael
Balisciano, Caryn Paradis (6).

Christmas Faire Weekend is coming up! There are many ways you can help
this week with setting up, baking, donating ingredients, creating items, etc.
There are sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall.

Dessert by Candlelight is Friday evening, Dec. 5" from 6:00 —7:30 p.m. ($7.00)
and the Faire will be Dec. 6" from 8:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. Please come and support
this important Fund Raiser.

Stewardship

The Stewardship Committee is pleased with the response we received. It’s not
too late. We are still accepting pledges. Note: If you give online, we would
appreciate it if you would fill out a pledge card, so that we are certain that you
want to continue your giving and include it in our total. If you have any questions,
please feel free to speak to any Stewardship Committee members: Jeanie Quigley,
Lorrie Morrow (co-chairs), Kris Lindner, Eric Brown, or Steve Gephard.

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP: If you volunteer to place flowers in church on a given
Sunday, and you do not wish to take them with you, Elizabeth Root has offered to pass
them on to shut-ins from our church when she makes her visits.

RAISE RIGHT & ADAM GIFT CARDS - NEED GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS?
Receive a complimentary note card featuring a beautiful image of our
church with every order placed now until December 14.

Remember those important to you this Christmas season, like caring
neighbors, refuse removal services, postal delivery, grocery store employees, or a
friend/relative who helps you, can all be acknowledged with gift cards from stores
such as: LL Bean * Cabelas * Walgreens * McDonalds * Disney * Macys *
Talbots * Exxon * Kohls * Dunkin * Starbucks * Olive Garden * Omaha
Steaks * Lowes * Home Depot * Stop & Shop * Walmart *

Target and the selection continues with cards from over 750 local and national
stores. It's the easiest way to create opportunities for DRCC and the people who
matter most to you. You buy a gift card & get the full value / the brand gives
back, nothing extra comes out of your pocket / DRCC earns money. No
stores to go into, no extra time wasted shopping, no extra gas usage, and
best of all no activation fees!

Holiday Shopping at Adams?

If you need food for the upcoming holidays and shop at our local Adams Hometown
Market in Deep River, be sure to see Elizabeth first. She has gift cards in $25, $50 or
$100 increments you can purchase to buy your own groceries or to give as a
Christmas present and DRCC earns 5% of the card’s value! It is a win, win for all!
Elizabeth Root is in the Fellowship Hall weekly after both services. You can also call
her at 203-430-1426, or email Sybil at ChristianEd@deeprivercc.org for more
information or to place an order; we can deliver in the local area.
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FAITH EXPLORERS

Everyone Is Welcome!

Join us each Sunday at 10:00 AM for a joyful time of worship, connection, and
community. At the hymn of dismissal, we’'ll depart together to attend our classes,
which are open to all in the community! Bring your friends, neighbors, and anyone
seeking to grow in faith and fellowship.

OUR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES

Join us as we grow together in the Word of God. We have more than just classes; it's
a journey of faith. Bring your friends, neighbors, and anyone seeking to grow in their
faith and fellowship. All are welcome; there’s something for everyone.

*FAITH EXPLORERS -WHERE FAITH AND FUN COME ALIVE - 3-year-olds
through 5th grade can join us each week for uplifting experiences, meaningful
connections, and spiritual growth.

*TOGETHER EVERYONE ACHIEVES MORE - Grades 6-8. TEAM is designed to
inspire and empower young teens through meaningful religious instruction, mission
work & service projects, and fun/impactful team building.

JR. CHOIR/CHRISTMAS PAGEANT MUSIC REHEARSALS

All students currently in the Junior Choir, and those who wish to participate in
the Christmas Pageant, are invited to attend music rehearsals on November
30 and December 7, immediately following Faith Explorers. Dennis Raley,
our Director of Music, will meet the youth in the Sanctuary.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT REHEARSALS

Calling all Angels, Wisemen & Shepherds! We need you for the Christmas
Pageant held at 5:30 pm on Christmas Eve. All youth and children of DRCC
are invited to participate and should attend both rehearsals on Sundays:
Dec. 14 and Dec. 21, starting at 11:15 a.m. Meet in the Sanctuary.

POINSETTIAS — Please Order by Wednesday, December 12"

Traditionally, we decorate our Sanctuary with Poinsettias on Christmas Sunday, which
falls on December 215! this year. The flowers are given in memory and in celebration
of loved ones or events. The 4 'z inch plants are $5.00 and the larger, 6 2 inch
plants are $11.00. The order forms can be found in your bulletin today, table in the
Narthex, or in the church office. Be sure to indicate on your order, whether you will
take your poinsettia home or donate it. Please contact Kris in the Church Office with
any questions: 860-526-5045 or officedrcc@deeprivercc.org Thank you.

SAVE THE DATE: December 14™ at 4:00 p.m.

This is a free Christmas Concert—a gift from the Connecticut River Valley
Symphonic Band, directed by church member, Jacob Wilson. You will see some
members of our congregation in the band too! Please make time in your schedule
to come and bring your neighbors and friends. I promise you an entertaining and
informative hour!

It’s Christmas Faire Time! Your Help is Needed!!

Opportunities to assist:

Thursday, Dec. 4™ 9:00-3:00 It’s soup making day. Washing, chopping,
stirring and packaging are all needed with Mike Sacrey as head soup
maker. Bring a sharp knife if you have one! Food items needed below.

Friday, Dec. 5™ 5:00-8:00 pm, Dessert by Candlelight needs 1 additional
active server.

Saturday, Dec. 6" 8:30-2:00, Reindeer Restaurant needs one additional
runner (getting items from kitchen refer, using microwave to heat items,
up and down stairs)—this is not a sitting job!

Setup continues TODAY after worship.

—‘—

Soup:

Needed Now: 8 pkgs. (16 oz) frozen corn, 3 cans (29 0z) diced tomatoes.
Needed on Wednesday, Dec. 3: 1 %4 qt. heavy cream, 3 Ilbs. white
potatoes, 7 lbs. sweet onions.

Dessert by Candlelight: 2 Cheesecakes

Reindeer Restaurant: 5 |bs. coffee, 9 dozen Christmas-type cookies
(can be donein 2 or 3 doz. increments), 2 qts. half and half for coffee
Sweet Shoppe: All sweets welcome! Please deliver by 12:00 on Friday.
Cookie Walk: Christmas cookies—ask for a recipe or do your own
favorites. kfraz@comcast.net Drop labeled (for “cookie walk”) cookies
by Friday, 12:00 pm.

Lantern Light Chocolates: Needed Now— Need 3: 6 0z bags Craisins.
Thread & Needle: Your sewn, crocheted, or knitted items.

King’s Treasures: Needs quality gently used items. Can be delivered
from now until 12/4. Please leave items inside at the parking lot door
nearest to Union Street or outside the church office.

Text or see Pam Garner (860/304-9104) or Nancy Peluso to tell us how you
can help our church at the Christmas Faire!

Join us! Friday evening for Dessert by Candlelight, 6-7:30 pm, $7
perperson. And Saturday 8:30-1:30 for the main Christmas Faire
event. Come one, come all!
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR November 26, 2025

Careen (cancer surgery & house fire)

Tim Visel (recovery from heart bypass surgery)

Curtis Johnson, Sarah Chiappa’s dad (recovery from heart surgery)
Bill Mongomery (friend of the Gates family-Hospice care)

Sam Bentley (hospitalized again—home now)

All those traveling for the Thanksgiving holiday

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR November 23, 2025
Family of Charlie Patterson Ill (cousin of Jon Hardy)
Family of Justin Igerscheimer

Steve Thomas (broken hip from a fall)

Rob (back surgery recovery)

Richard Ziobron (illness) & son Dan

Sharon & Chris Capezzone (Health concerns)
Robin’s cousin Barbara

Debi Ziobron (recovering from surgery)

Carol’s son-in-law Jerry (surgery this week)
Baby Carter (brain damage)

Barbara (husband passed)

Joseph Clark (end of life)

Jerry (recovery from surgery)

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR November 16, 2025
Christine (eye surgery)

Family of Gil Litalien (husband of Dale Litalien)
Dennis (sister Diane passed away)

Family and friends of Shirley Lane

Family of Ted Kazinski

Joe (surgery-son-in-law of Vic & Barbara)
Peter (recovering at home)

Mark (nearing the end of his life)

Gretchen (health concerns)

Nancy Sprigg (cancer)

Long Term Requests:

Claire Rider, Art & Lori, Ed Bushnell, Mark Bruscoe, Linda & Dan Cotton, Matt Peno,
Robert (Russ brother), Mary Karam, Doug LaFaille, Nancy S., Jean Morrow, Kathy
Geraghty, Bill Paulsen, Bob Santaniello, Michael (addiction), Carol Sheridan, Noah
Krebs, Aimee, Donna Sheldon, Betta French, Andre, Konrad, Burt, Dan Robinson, Bil
Groth, Gordon & Priscilla, Dwayne & Kelly, Eric Murphy, Ed Lorenson, Shelley, Kyle,
Rich Forristall, Peter Calamari, Laurie, Bill & Gail Shay, TJ

All those affected by addiction

All those families grieving the loss of a loved one

All those affected by natural disasters, violence, war, gun violence, & political unrest
ALL Health Care & Essential Workers, First Responders

Our troops, Veterans & National Guard

Residents in nursing homes

Those that are homeless

Children caught in sex trafficking situations

All who are dealing with cancer

Elizabeth C., Sylvia Tiezzi, Abbie, Mark, Mason, Robin, Anna, Ralph, Matthew, Bailey,
Linda, Bob, Sue, Evan, Carol Perone, Danny McLean, Terry, Gianna Porcelli (in
remission, but still needs prayer), Deb Molander Calavas, Jim, Jeff (chemo), Ann (breast
cancer), Baily, Benjamin, Joe, Jeff, Vickie, Marissa, Corinne, Sandi Lunn’s sister, Jerry
Clark, Jr.(Palliative care)

Pastor - The Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Caronna
minister@deeprivercc.org
Music Director — Dennis Raley
musicdirector@deeprivercc.org
Sr. Bell Choir Director - Claudia Hardy
collector@deeprivercc.org
Office Manager - Kris Lindner
officedrcc@deeprivercc.org
Director of Christian Education - Sybil Higgins
ChristianEd@deeprivercc.org
Director of Youth & Family Ministry - Chelsea Chiappa Ehmke
yandfm@deeprivercc.org
Treasurer - Dayle Larson
Treasurer@deeprivercc.org
Collector - Claudia Hardy
collector@deeprivercc.org
PR/ Marketing/Communications — Alison Karam
PublicRelations@deeprivercc.org
Sextons - Will & Elisa Grote

First Congregational Church of Deep River
P.O. Box 246
Deep River, CT 06417
Phone: 860-526-5045
Fax: 860-526-9357
Web Site: www.deepcivercc.org

Support Groups at Our Church
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. - Women's AA
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. - AA

Shoreline Soup Kitchen
Thursdays, 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
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