
A SERVICE FOR EARLY MORNING  
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

November 30, 2025 
(8:30 a.m.) 

 
CAROL SING  (8:20)                      Dennis Raley, Music Director 
A FEW BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
*SING TOGETHER     #211  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 1-3) 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING         (insert)                                                                                              
                                                              Sally Marston & Eric Brown 
 
PRAYERS OF JOY, PRAYERS OF NEED 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
WE HEAR GOD'S WORD     Matthew 24:36-44    (p. 903) 
SERMON    “Advent Yells. . . Christmas, Wait Your Turn”   
                                                                     Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Caronna                      
*CLOSING HYMN      On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   (Insert) 

BENEDICTION 
X 
 

Thank you for coming this morning as we feel the stirrings of the 
Advent season and prepare our hearts Christ’s coming!   
 
You are invited to place your weekly offerings in the plate as you 
exit the church.  Please join us for coffee and conversation in 
Fellowship Hall following the service. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

HOPE 
 

In the unseen darkness 
of our deepest heart, 

hope is planted 
like a tiny seed. 

It is the thing that grows 
unseen, unnoticed, 

until one barren day 
a song rises unbidden, 

or gladness stirs 
in the ashes of despair, 

or something like a 
sunrise 

breaks through the 
clouds. 

Hope is the first 
of the Advent gifts, 

pressed into our souls 
by the finger of God. 

 
 -Timothy Haut, 2018 

 

 

ADVENT 2025 
 



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
DEEP RIVER, CONNECTICUT 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

November 30, 2025 
(10:00 a.m.) 

 
CAROL SING (9:45)                       Dennis Raley, Music Director                   
A FEW BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT       Blessed Be the God of Israel            Hopson  
GATHERING WORDS                       Jeanie Quigley, Lay Reader 
*HYMN  #211  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 1-3) 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING           (Insert)  
                                                                  Art Robbins & Carol Zuppe 
*SING TOGETHER     #204   Emmanuel, Emmanuel  (Sing twice) 
           (Children are excused to go to their Faith Explorers Classes)  
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
   Introduction 
   Questions for the New Members  
   Statement of Our Faith  #882   The Apostles’ Creed 
   Response of the Congregation 

We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this 
church.  We promise you our friendship and our prayers as we 
share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ.  God grant 
that together we may continue to grow in his knowledge and love 
and be witnesses of our risen Lord. 

   Prayer of Reception 
   Right Hand of Christian Fellowship 
THE JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses) 
*RESPONSE     In the Bleak Midwinter (#221, v. 4)  

What can I give Him 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would give a lamb 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part 
Yet what I can, I give Him 
Give my heart.   

 
ANTHEM      Long Ago, Prophets Knew      Green/Larson 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON   Psalm 122       (p. 560) 
GOSPEL LESSON       Matthew 24:36-44    (p. 903) 
A MOMENT OF PRAYER   

SERMON   “Advent Yells . . . Christmas, Wait Your Turn”        
                                                                 Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Caronna 
*CLOSING HYMN   On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   (Insert) 
BENEDICTION (based on our Mission Statement) 
May we the Church, go from this place, 
remembering that we are created by God, 
called by Jesus Christ, and guided by the Holy Spirit. 
May we find strength to teach in the ways of Jesus, 
to do the work of reconciliation and justice. 
May we live faithfully in our daily lives. 
*Please stand, if you are able 
RESPONSE       Now from the House of David           Hopson 
 
As the postlude begins, please remain in your seats and enjoy the 
special music as you reflect on this morning’s service.  
POSTLUDE        People, Look East   Lau 

X 
The flowers are given by Kelley & Don Frazier to thank everyone 
involved in making the Christmas Faire such a special day in our 
church. 
Our Ushers this morning are Mickey & Mike Thompson. 

Thank you to Mike Thompson for doing the live stream today.  

“Coffee on a Cart” as we set up for the Christmas Faire! 

X 
Thank you for coming this morning as we feel the stirrings of the 
Advent season and prepare our hearts Christ’s coming!   

If you wish to make an offering to the church, please visit our secure online 
giving portal at deeprivercc.org/give. 

 



ADVENT	WREATH	LIGHTING		 HOPE	 	
	
One:	 In	this	season	of	Advent	
Many:	We	come	seeking,	waiting	and	watching	for	the	
arrival	of	the	Christ	child.	
															 															
On	the	1irst	Advent	Sunday,	we	light	one	candle.	Each		 	
	one	of	us	comes	to	Advent	and	Christmas	alone,		 	
	weary	or	with	worry,	lonely,	excited,	confused,	eager		 	
	or	old	traditions	or	new	experiences.	
We	light	these	candles	of	hope,	reminding		 	
ourselves	we	embrace	a	season	that	is	different		 	
for	each	one	of	us.		
	
	(light	candle)				
										
In	John’s	gospel	Jesus	tells	Nicodemus	that	we	each		 	
must	be	born	again.	
Emmanuel,	God	be	with	us,	in	the	week	to	come.		 	
Ignite	hope,	the	most	personal	emotion	there	is,		 	
on	the	wick	of	each	of	our		lives,	so	we	Kind		 	
others.	Amen		

 
 
 

																							Advent	Lightning	Hymn	
	

I'm	looking	for	the	coming	of	Christ.	
I	want	to	be	with	Jesus.	
When	we	have	run	with	patience	the	race,	
we	shall	know	the	hope	of	Jesus.		
In	him	there	is	no	darkness	at	all.	
The	night	and	the	day	are	both	alike.	
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                     Closing Hymn:   
      On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 

1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 

 
2.   For thou are our salvation Lord, 
       our refuge, and our great reward; 
       without thy grace we waste away 
       like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
3.    All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
       whose advent doth thy people free; 
       whom with the Father we adore 
       and Holy Spirit evermore. 

 
 

 


