
Prayers FOR AUGUST 2026  
Those Grieving the Loss of a Loved One 
Family of Elva Jewel Carlson 
 
Those Recovering from surgeries & injuries 
Emma (stem cell transplant on Wed., 7/22) 
Elva C (surgery 7/28) 
Jennifer (cervical surgery) 
Catherine Costello (Recovery from a fall) 
Keith Jones (partial hip replacement) 
Kirk Hagert’s wife Sheila (recovery from surgery after a fall) 
Andrew Turner (continued healing from serious burn injuries, PT) 
Loretta (surgery) 
Lindsay Smith (recovery from a fall) 
Bud Miller’s dad, Ronald (recovery from stroke) 
 
Those with other concerns 
Junior (ICU in New Mexico) 
Diane Brooks (recovering at home) 
Walt Smith (Treatments for low blood platelets & good test results) 
 
Long Term Requests: Claire Rider, Art & Lori, Ed Bushnell, Mark Bruscoe, Linda & Dan 
Cotton, Matt Peno, Robert (Russ brother), Mary Karam, Doug LaFaille, Jean Morrow, 
Kathy Geraghty, Bill Paulsen, Carol Sheridan, Noah Krebs, Aimee, Donna Sheldon, Dick 
Bogart, Heather, Peggy Eddington (at Aaron Manor), Anne Foster (Commonwealth), 
Huck Tower, Kathleen, Sandy, Louise (multiple myeloma),  Eloise, Anthony, Sue 
Knirsch, Jan, Bruce Hourigan, Colton (5 month old with a rare liver disease); Tom, Judy 
Roberts family (medical concerns), Rev. Lee Ireland 
 
All those affected by addiction, loss of a loved one, dealing with mental illness, cancer, 
affected by natural disasters (Venezuela, Texas),  violence, war, gun violence, & 
political unrest  
ALL Health Care & Essential Workers, First Responders  
Our troops, Veterans & National Guard (especially those deployed-Allie, Joe & Kate) 
Residents in nursing homes  
Those that are homeless  
Children caught in sex trafficking situations  
Prayers for PEACE in our world. 
 
Those dealing with cancer: 
Sylvia Tiezzi, Vickie, Marissa, Corinne, Sandi Lunn’s sister, Nancy Sprigg, Careen, Debi 
N., Kurt, Rich (colon cancer), Tim Carlson, Gordon, Curtis Johnson, Bob Staib, Harry 
Gates, Jimmy, Harris Levitt, Emma, Arlette, Kevin Flanagan, Karen (able to have surgery 
after chemo), Benjamin (Hospice). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MOSES’ PRAYER 
 
I will carry your stones 
back down the mountain, Lord, 
but they are heavy. 
It is hard to see the path 
and keep my balance 
with the weight of these tablets 
to throw me off. 
And the words etched into them 
are heavy, too, 
and I fear they will be a burden 
to my people, 
who do not like being told 
what to do. 
If they could just see you,  
Lord, as I have seen you: 
that wondrous light shining 
from a face I could only glimpse, 
a face full of love. 
Maybe then they would welcome 
these commandments, 
know that they are a gift 
intended for their good. 
I could put these stones down 
right now  
if you would just etch your words 
in my people's hearts. 
Won’t you do that, Lord? 
 
--Timothy Haut, March 4, 2018 

 
 
 

 



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
DEEP RIVER, CONNECTICUT 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

August 2, 2026 
 

As we enter the sanctuary to praise God and the prelude begins, 
please observe a respectful silence for the sake of those who use 

this time for prayer and meditation. 
 

   BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS    
PRELUDE      Bread of Heaven          Mawby 
                                                        Dennis Raley, Music Director 
 
GATHERING WORDS                    Robert Martin, Lay Reader   
*OPENING HYMN   #2155  Blest Are They   (vs. 1-3) 
 
RESPONSIVE READING (based on Matthew 22:34-40) 

  
Today we remember the gospel story. 
Jesus was questioned by Pharisees. 
His reply was the greatest commandment for all our ears to hear. 
We must love our Lord our God with all our hearts and 
with all our souls and with all our minds. 
He spoke of a second commandment for all our ears to hear. 
We must love our neighbors as ourselves. 
All God’s people remember these commandments. 
We will do our best. Amen. 
 

*RESPONSE     Gloria Patri   
Glory Be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
   world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

THE JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 
   THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
    

THE LORD’S PRAYER    (Trespasses) 

 *RESPONSE     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

  OLD TESTAMENT LESSON    Exodus 19:1-6 & 20:1-2 
                                                                              (p. 64 & p. 65) 
   SERMON  “The Basics of Humanity”  Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Caronna 
 
  COMMUNION HYMN   #2264    Come to the Table 
                                                                             (You may remain seated) 
  THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION    
   
  *CLOSING HYMN  #2084   Come, Let Us with Our Lord Arise 
         
 CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION 

May the God who spoke every language to every nation at Pentecost, 
 stretch our hearts wider than boundaries. 
 May the Creator of all living things,  
bless us and keep us today and always. Amen. 
 

 As the postlude begins, please remain in your seats and enjoy the     
special music as you reflect on this morning’s service.  
  

   POSTLUDE     Recessional in C    Dixon 
 

X 
Thank you for joining us this morning. May the wonder and joy of God’s 
presence and love surround you and guide you in the week to come!  If you wish 
to make an offering to the church, please visit our secure online giving 
portal at deeprivercc.org/give. 
 

 
 


